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dred and fifty years later at the Maronite Council of the
Lebanon It was enacted that resident students should be for-
bidden to receive the sacraments of confirmation and ordina-
tion by any rite except their own, while all those whose
loyalty to their own church was doubted should be instantly
sent back to the Lebanon.1 The especial reference, of course,
was to the temptation, ever before the students, to become
Latinized. The acts of this council were ratified by the papal
see. But already in the century and a half which had
elapsed since the founding of the college, the Maronite
Church itself had been brought into closer harmony with the
Latin, through the influence of graduates of this very insti-
tution, returning to positions of ecclesiastical authority at
home. Rome had rightly calculated on the subtle influence
of her environment. The Gregorian calendar was adopted
in 1606. Other changes followed. How far this Romanizing
tendency has proceeded can be illustrated to-day by a com-
parison between the interiors of a Roman Catholic and a
Maronite Church in the same city, where no essential dif-
ference between the two can be observed. In both churches
mass is said in full view of the congregation. Certain
ruined Maronite Churches in Batrun, where the typically
Eastern ikonostasis (or screen dividing the sanctuary from
the nave) remains, emphasizes the difference between past
and present. While the use of old liturgies is freely per-
mitted, the daily mass now usually employed is a Syriac
adaptation from the Latin mass. On the other hand, the
Eastern services for baptism, marriage, burial, as well as
for feast-days, are largely retained. Further signs of con-
formity to Roman practice are shown by the use of the
unleavened wafer in communion; in the abandonment of
triple immersion in baptism; and in the administration
of the sacrament of confirmation in later years, instead
of causing it to follow immediately after baptism. This
Romanizing process distinguishes the Maronites from all
other Uniate bodies. With the Syrian Catholics the present

11 was recently informed by the head of the school In Rome that
this rule is still in force.